Northwest Field Notes, Annotated / 1949-1960

1949

Autumn Migration, 1948

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—[First report ever from this region] This region, embracing parts of Utah, Nevada, Idaho, Oregon, Wyoming, and Colorado, is greatly diversified both as to topography and biota. Though lying within the arid portion of the United States, it contains high mountains, separated one from another by dry desert valleys
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[image: ]or by tablelands. The flora and fauna ranges from Arctic-Alpine to Upper Sonoran, and from truly desert elements to the relatively humid elements of the Rocky Mountains. Thus, the contrast in the factors influencing the biotic communities is sufficient to provide the various forms commonly found within these limits. In the upper altitudinal limits of the region there are seldom more than go days between the last spring frost and the first killing autumn frost. There are seldom less than 180 frostless days in the foothills, and proportionate numbers in the lower deserts and valleys. Considering the region as a whole, there is a rather sharp diminution in the precipitation during the main growing season. During the dormant period from December to April the precipitation increases. The altitude ranges from approximately 600 ft. above sea level to around 13,000 ft. for the higher mountain peaks. However, the greater portion of the basin lies at an elevation of 3600 ft. or more. Much of the region is characterized by areas without drainage to the sea, by salt deserts, clay hills, sandy wastes, and mountain ranges. In this region much emphasis is put on vertical migration, for in the space of a very few miles a vertical seasonal migration, not unlike the long range north-south migrations, can be effected. The ascent or descent and the north-south flights appear to be made according to the climatic and other factors as they agree with the life requirements. Probably the most notable weather factor was the freeze-up which affected much of the region by mid-November, when the waterfowl were beginning to concentrate on potholes, and many species were well in migration. There were few weather extremes, and the mean temperatures were similar to those for the corresponding period of 1947. General conditions for the season were favorable, and increases were noted for some species. Unusual records included white-winged scoter and old-squaw reports from the Ogden Bay Refuge and the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge in northern Utah, and a scissor-tailed flycatcher (state record) , and red-eyed vireos, in Utah.

Loons, grebes, and pelicans.—Five common loons were recorded by Victor Jones near Pocatello, Idaho, Oct. 1. Eared grebes were noted throughout the summer at the Bear River Refuge where the peak reached 75 on Oct. 13. Lockerbie, Tanner, Taylor and Webb noted their abundance at Farmington Bay near Salt Lake City during October. Western grebes were abundant, with a peak concentration of 900 at the Bear River Refuge, near Brigham, Utah, on Sept. 30. Pied-billed grebes, often present the year round at Bear River Refuge, reached a peak of 100 on Aug. 17. They were last seen at Deer Flat, near Nampa, Idaho, on Nov. 2 (W.A. Rodgers). White pelicans were most abundant at B.R.R., where 2800 were observed through July and August. They departed by Nov. 10. They were also common at the Ruby Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Nev., according to B. H. Cater.

Cormorants, herons and ibises.—Double-crested cormorants, nesting at B.R.R., reached a peak population of 500 on Sept. 30. Deer Flat had a peak of 400, with 8 observed, Nov. 10 (W.A.R.). Five were observed near Pocatello, Idaho, on Nov. 11 Victor E. Jones. Great blue herons, which often remain the year round at B.R.R., reached a peak of 150 on July 30. W. A. Rodgers noted 14 herons still present at Deer Flat Refuge, near Nampa, Idaho, on Nov. 30. Snowy (Brewster's) egrets were most abundant at B.R.R., where they reached a peak of 1800 on July 30 following the nesting season, and migrated by Nov. 16. Three snowy egrets were seen at Ruby Lake, Nev., Sept. 20 (B.H.C.). Five birds, resident through the summer, left Pocatello, Idaho, Oct. 23 (Jones). Black-crowned night herons reached a peak of 250, July 30, at B.B.R., where the number will increase during the winter as migrants come in. Ruby Lake, Nev., was high with 100 Am. bitterns observed, July 15 (B.H.C.). The white-faced glossy ibis reached a peak of 1700 at B.R.R. at the close of the nesting season or approximately Aug. 1. The Ogden Bay Refuge, Utah, was host to 1500 ibis on July 25 (Noland Nelson).

Swans.—Whistling swans reached a peak of 7000 at Bear River Refuge on Oct. 29. This figure is far below that of last year; however, if swans on adjacent areas were included the reduction would be negligible. The Sheldon Nat'l. Antelope Refuge near Cedarville, Calif., reports the observation of 33 swans on Nov. 22 (John E. Schwartz). This species was abundant at Ogden Bay, with 2200 present on Nov. 8 (Noland Nelson) The Deer Flat Refuge, Nampa, Idaho, reported 300 swans with the departure date of Nov. 26 (W.A. Rodgers). Ten trumpeter swans were penned for breeding purposes at Ruby Lake, Nev. (Cater).

Geese.—Canada geese were abundant at Ogden Bay, B.R.R., and Ruby Lake, Nev., and Rodgers at Deer Flat, Idaho, reported a high of 3,800 from mid-November to the end of the period. Canada geese (lesser) were common at B.R.R., and Deer Flat where 100 were seen Nov. 30. Victor E. Jones reported 500 present at Pocatello, Idaho. Observations of white-fronted geese were reported from B.R.R., and from Deer Flat, Idaho, where 300 were estimated on Oct. 30 (W.A.R.). Snow geese
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a peak of 7,000 at B.R.R., 4,350 at Ogden Bay Refuge, 1,250 at Deer Flat, and 200 at Pocatello. 

Dabbling ducks.—The numbers of mallards fluctuated in various parts of the region. At Bear River Refuge the trend was upward, as it was in parts Idaho. Rodgers reported a peak of 520,000 mallards at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, from Nov. 15 to the end of the period. Many mallards winter in parts of the region. Gadwalls reached their peak on Oct. 13 at B.R.R., with an estimated 23,500 present. Baldpates were present in substantially greater numbers at B.R.R., where a peak of 45,000 was estimated on Oct. 13. Ogden Bay recorded the same peak (N.N.). Rodgers reported an estimated 160,000 baldpates at Deer Flat on Nov. 15. Pintails were probably the most common ducks in the region. At B.R.R. the peak was over a quarter of a million birds, and nearby Ogden Bay reported 250,000. Deer Flat had a high population, with 30,000 still present on Nov. 3o. Green-winged teal were also very abundant at B.R.R., Deer Flat, and Ogden Bay. Schwartz reported that a few teal remain at the Sheldon Antelope Refuge, Nev., all winter. One hundred blue-winged teal were still present at Deer Flat on Nov. 3o; other places reporting blue-winged teal were Pocatello and B.R.R. The Cinnamon teal, a common nester at B.R.R., reached a peak of 4,000 there on Sept. 1, and 2,000 were estimated at Ogden Bay. Sixteen were noted at Deer Flat, Nov. 29. The number of Shovellers at B.R.R. reached 75,000 on Oct. 29, and many remained after Nov. 30. One wood duck was reported by Lockerbie at Fish Springs, Utah, and another was observed at B.R.R.

Diving ducks.—Redheads were at a peak of approximately 18,500 at Bear River Refuge on July 16. Cater reported 5,000 at Ruby Lake, Nev., on Oct. 27, while 300 were still present at Deer Flat, Idaho, on Nov. 30. Ring-necked ducks were found in hunters' bags near Carson City, Nev., in 1947 according to E. C. D. Marriage, but none were noted there during the 1948 season. B. K. Harris reported the bagging of a ring-necked duck on Nov. 14, at Farmington Bay near Salt Lake City, and another was seen near Pocatello on Nov. 6 (V.E.J.). Canvas-backs were common throughout the region, and B.R.R. reported a peak of 13,500 on Oct. 29. Cater reported 8,000 at Ruby Lake. Canvas-backs usually remain in the region until a general freeze-up. The abundance of scaup was noted in reports from northwestern Nevada, Montana, Deer Flat, and Pocatello, Idaho, and the B.R.R. Am. golden-eyes were reported in some numbers from B.R.R. (1,000) and Ruby Lake (1,000). Buffleheads were still present near Pocatello, Nov. 27; they were noted at Ruby Lake, Oct. 18, Carson City, Nev., and B.R.R., where a few remained until after Nov. 30. Old-squaws are comparatively rare in the region; however, 2 were bagged by hunters at the B.R.R. and 2 were observed at Ogden Bay (N.N.). A pair of white-winged scoters was observed at Ogden Bay on Nov. 7 (Harris) and Nov. 15 (Nelson). Two were observed at B.R.R. on Oct. 14 and Nov. 7. Four ruddy ducks were bagged near Carson City, Nev. (E.C.D.M.); they were common at Decker's Lake, Ruby Lake, and Pocatello, during mid-October. The B.R.R. had an unusual concentration of 6,300 ruddies on Oct. 13. Hooded mergansers are not common in the area; however. 3 were observed, Nov. 1 at Ogden Bay (N.N.), and 2 noted at B.R.R., Dec. 2.

Hawks.—Most of the common hawks of the region were reported, with bald and golden eagles common at B.R.R. and Pocatello, Idaho, during late November.

Shorebirds, gulls and terns.—Reports were submitted on most of the shorebirds of the region. Lockerbie, Tanner, and Webb observed 4 Sabine's gulls at Decker's Lake near Salt Lake City. Cater indicated the black tern as being common at Ruby Lake, Nev. One injured golden plover was picked up at B.R.R.; black-bellied plover were not present in the usual numbers. The peak population of avocets, stilts, phalaropes, gulls, and terns at the B.R.R. probably exceeded 30,000 birds.

Owls.—Reports on owls were limited to long-eared, short-eared, horned owls, and one screech owl at Salt Lake City (Wilson and Shaffer).

Poor-wills, woodpeckers.—One poor-will was observed by Rex Snow near Salt Lake City, Sept. 12. Woodpeckers were common, with flickers holding strong, while Lewis's woodpeckers were absent from some of their usual haunts. Clifton Greenhalgh observed 2 hairy woodpeckers near Grantsville, Utah, on Nov. 6.

Passerine birds.—Lockerbie reported that a (state record) scissor-tailed flycatcher was seen at Salt Lake City on June 12 by Emerson, Tanner and himself. Horned larks were noted in spectacular abundance at Poplar, Mont., Grantsville, Utah, and the B.R.R. Swallows were present at B.R.R. in their usual great numbers; in fact, it was estimated that barn swallows alone reached a peak of l0,000 on Sept. 15. One Canada jay was noted near Salt Lake City (Wilson and Shaffer), and 22 scrub (Woodhouse's) jays were seen near Grantsville, Utah (C.G.), and Payson, Utah (Pfouts). Two Clark's nutcrackers were noted near Grantsville, Utah (C.G.). Mountain and black-capped chickadees were noted near Salt Lake City and Grantsville (C.W., B.S., C.G.). One white-breasted (Rocky Mountain) nuthatch was noted on Nov. 16 at Salt Lake City, and one red-breasted nuthatch was reported from Pocatello. Victor Jones observed to brown (Rocky Mountain) creepers near Pocatello, Idaho, on Oct. 20. Long-billed marsh wrens reached an almost infinite number during the season, but migrated with the onset of severe weather. Sage thrashers were common, but not abundant, at B.R.R. during August and September, and Taylor reported several at Decker's Lake near Salt Lake City. Robins remained late and were more numerous this year (Pfouts). J. S.
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Stanford noted a few solitaires during mid-November at Logan, Utah. Ruby-crowned kinglets were seen at Salt Lake City, Nov. 11 (C.W., BS.), and Grantsville, Utah, Nov. 6 (C.G.). Am. pipits reached 150 at B.R.R. and were common near Salt Lake City (C.L.). Twenty cedar waxwings were noted near Logan, Utah, on Nov. 20 (Stanford) . Starlings became common in much of the area by Nov. 30. Lockerbie and Webb reported solitary (Cassin's), red-eyed and warbling vireos near Salt Lake City. Allen Smith observed the uncommon Virginia's warbler at B.R.R. on Oct. 14. Yellow warblers were common in Utah until September. Audubon's warblers were abundant at B.R.R. until late September. Townsend's warblers were noted Sept. 12 near Salt Lake City (Gordon Taylor). Macgillivray's warblers were common at B.R.R. during September and were noted at Salt Lake City, Aug. to. A lone lazuli bunting visited the B.R.R. on July 30. Chandler Robbins and F. M. Packard approached within a few inches of a full-grown young or female evening grosbeak at Estes Park, Colo., on Aug. 18; an adult male nearby was more wary. Cassin's finches were noted at Logan, Utah (Stanford). Pine siskins were observed near Payson, Utah, by Pfouts. Am. (pale) goldfinches were common at B.R.R. from mid-September on. Spotted towhees occurred near Payson, Utah, and one visited B.R.R., Oct. 15. A Harris's sparrow was noted south of Salt Lake City by Boyd Shaffer, and 2 snow buntings stopped at B.R.R. for a few days during early November.—JOHN B. VAN DEN AKKER, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham City, Utah.


Autumn Migration, 1948

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—[The first report ever from this region] The program in this region is just getting under way and the number of observers is as yet limited. It so happens that the 
                  [image: ]
Co-operators reporting are concentrated in the Seattle area, mainly because they could be solicited in person by the region editor. Since this is the first report from this region for a long time, the inclusion of some past conditions may be permissible. The first part of the period was warm and sunny; in fact it was the nearest approximation to
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summer weather the Northern Pacific Coast had enjoyed, except for brief intervals of hot weather during the summer proper. This fair weather was brief, however, for about the middle of September intermittent rains set in. During the latter part of the period, storm after storm swept in from the Pacific Ocean, with only short interludes. The winds were unusually strong, often of gale intensity, and were accompanied by heavy rains, contrary to the general weather pattern.

Grebes and pelagic birds.—One western grebe was seen on Lopez Pass, San Juan Co., Wash., Aug. 16, by Zella McMannama and William Goodge. A large, scattered flock of sooty shearwaters, and 3 fork-tailed petrels, resting on the water, were seen off the southern end of San Juan Island on Aug. 9 by the same observers. A very strong wind was blowing through the Straits of Juan de Fuca. Large numbers of sooty shearwaters were noted at Westport, Grays Harbor Co., Wash., on Sept. 11, by Zella McMannama.

Herons.—In the swampy area of Lake Washington, adjacent to the campus of the University of Washington, Seattle, H. W. Higman reported that 5 or 6 green herons were present during the summer and into August. The regular appearance of this species each year removes it from the list of "casual strays," in the Seattle area.

Waterfowl.—Mr. Higman reported that the blue-winged teal was seen regularly during the autumn, as it was in the spring. There are definite indications that this species is extending its range west of the Cascade Mountains. Wood ducks were seen regularly in this swamp. The water level had been higher than at any time Mr. Higman has been observing this area, considerably hampering his activities. One greater scaup duck was seen at Griffin Bay, San Juan Island on Aug. 2, by McMannama and Goodge. Harlequin ducks were seen frequently around the San Juan Islands during summer and into August. It is listed as an uncommon migrant and winter visitor in Puget Sound. Green Lake, a sizable body of fresh water in a thickly settled, residential district of Seattle, always attracts numerous migrating waterfowl after the breeding season. Miss McMannama estimated the waterfowl population at 2000 this season. Two-thirds of them were baldpates, twice as many as are generally present. This is in contrast to the count in January, when an equal number of ducks consisted of 2/3 to 3/4 Shovellers. Possibly, the second most numerous duck was the ruddy. During November only a few Shovellers were present, with two dozen or so greater scaup. A few ring-necked ducks were still present. Golden-eyes, buffleheads and Shovellers were just beginning to come in. Five hooded mergansers were seen on Nov. 27. Mallards are resident on the lakes in and bordering Seattle. At Green Lake they have mated with domestic white ducks from the adjacent Woodland Park Zoo. The resultant hybrids show a bizarre arrangement of white patches, which astounds the stranger. Mallards and the omnipresent coots literally invade public beaches and the yards of homes fronting on the lakes. Violet Cannon has systematically covered the marshy places on the southern border of Seattle. They consist of low places left by the reclamation, years ago, of tide lands at the mouth of the Duwamish River. They form small, shallow ponds in the rainy season, and are also fed by seepage water at flood tide. They are now bordered by rushes, willows and other water-loving plants. This area, in a section sparsely occupied by heavy industry, is favorite stopping place for a number of migrant waterfowl and shorebirds. Miss Cannon reported that not only ducks, geese and swans, but all birds, migrated later, or did not stop at all this year. The cold, rainy weather at the usual migration dates was blamed. Geese were heard only once, and at the last of the period. Whistling swans had just paid their annual visit, the last of November, to the lakes east of Seattle. G. Clifford Carl reported that a European widgeon was observed in Beacon Hill Park bird sanctuary in the city of Victoria, British Columbia, on Nov. 20 and 21, in the company of baldpates. It was hoped that the bird would stay all winter, as one did last year.

Shorebirds.—Miss McMannama and Mr. Goodge reported a few semipalmated plovers arrived at False Bay, San Juan Island, on Aug. 15. Two surfbirds were seen on Bare Island, San Juan Co., Wash., on Aug. 12 and 19. About 200 black turnstones were on Bare Island on Aug. 19. A few least sandpipers were seen on July 9 and Aug. 15. The first part of July is early for this species. Large numbers of western sandpipers and 3 greater yellow-legs were found at False Bay on Aug. 15. Greater yellow-legs were also seen on July 6 near the town of Friday Harbor, Wash., which is early for this species. A number of northern phalaropes were seen around San Juan Is. on July 26, which is normal for the species. Miss Cannon found that dowitchers, red-backed and least sandpipers, and both kinds of yellow-legs came through Seattle as usual, but that the greater yellow-legs either returned, or some migrated later, as one came in about the first week in November, after none had been seen for a month and a half. Pectoral sandpipers came through a month later than usual, but in greater numbers. At Westport on Sept. 11, Miss McMannama noted several large flocks of sanderlings and western sandpipers. The findings of the San Juan Islands observers did not entirely coincide with the Seattle observer, but there is a peculiar situation connected with the San Juans. They are protected by the Olympic and Vancouver Island mountain ranges. The supposition is that many birds on migration come in from the ocean to rest, especially if the weather offshore 
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is rough, then fly out to sea again instead of following the Puget Sound trough. At other times the birds may go straight down the coast of Washington, making their first stop on the beaches at Grays Harbor.

Gulls.—As for migrant gulls, some stragglers came to the San Juan Islands early. California gulls came as early as July 9, but were not present in numbers until August. Short-billed gulls came in after July 21. Bonaparte's gulls arrived about the middle of July, as did the Heermann's gulls, which were not common. Two Sabine's gulls were seen at the southern end of San Juan Is. on Aug. 9. This species is never common (McMannama and Goodge). California gulls were present in quantity at Westport on Sept. 11 (McMannama). Their numbers were estimated at 1000. At Green Lake, Seattle, there were a large number of herring gulls during the middle of October. They out-numbered glaucous-winged gulls, which are the dominant gulls of this area, for a week or two. There was more than the usual number of ring-billed gulls after the breeding season. Toward the end of the period most of the California gulls had left. Some 400 to 500 Bonaparte's gulls came and went during the latter part of the period. None stayed long at a time (McMannama).

Murres.—Common murres were numerous around San Juan Is. on July 19 (McMannama and Goodge). They are considered as generally uncommon migrants and winter residents (Oct.-May) on Puget Sound.

Land birds.—A concentration of dippers was seen by William Goodge at the Green River Gorge, near Enumclaw, King Co., Wash., on Nov. 11. This is at an elevation of about 700 ft., fairly low for this species. Miss Cannon reported that no migrant sparrows had stopped at her feeding station in West Seattle, and that she had similar reports from other persons with feeding stations. For the past two years golden-crowned sparrows had stayed all winter. The summer residents left for the south later than usual. The Traill's flycatcher was still in the Seattle area on Sept. 30, and a large flock of Townsend's warblers came to the station the last of November. Of the resident birds, the chestnut-backed chickadees seemed to be more plentiful, and the Oregon juncos less plentiful.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, Seattle 5, Wash.


The Winter Season, 1948-49

PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION—[The first report ever from this region] 
  [image: ]

Since this is the first report from this region, a synopsis of the habitats present in each state and province is given with the belief that it will prove helpful to persons not familiar with the region.

Northeastern Oregon: Mostly mountainous with narrow valleys, pine-covered hills and small streams. 

Eastern Washington: Cascade Range, Okanogan Highlands and Blue Mountains form large sections of this territory. In the center of the area is a wide arid region where sagebrush is common, but there are a number of marshy lakes which are breeding grounds for many birds.

Eastern British Columbia: Mountains and valleys, with rivers in the valleys; the mountains are heavily timbered.

Western Alberta: High mountains cut by deep valleys; heavy timber on the lower slopes of the mountains, but barren or glaciated on the upper slopes.

Western Montana: All mountains cut by numerous valleys in which permanent streams occur.

Northwestern and central Wyoming: Mostly mountainous, except in the central part where there are wide valleys, and arid regions.

Northern and central Idaho: Northern part mountainous with both narrow and wide valleys; mountains are often high and heavily timbered. Southern part is almost desert, covered with sagebrush—hot and dry. Because of the great variety of habitats in this entire area it is possible to see many more species of birds than in some other areas of equal size. Abundant lakes provide much nesting area for marsh birds. The Columbia River, flowing through the western part of this section is one of the main flyways for migratory birds in the western states. The climate in general is extreme, being fairly cold in winter and hot in summer. However, the low valleys of eastern Washington and eastern Oregon are rather mild, and many birds such as mourning doves, great blue herons, robins, and waxwings winter there. The winter season in the Palouse area was one of the most severe in history. Sub-zero weather continued for weeks during December, January and February, and heavy snows occurred in all the mountains and in the northern parts of the valleys. The wintering birds suffered a good deal of damage due to lack of food, for in many cases hundreds starved to death where snow lay on the ground covering the food supply. Ducks and geese appear to have wintered rather normally in spite of the weather, but the songbirds did not fare so well. Thomas D. Burleigh wrote as follows about conditions at Moscow, Idaho: "Through the first week in January there was no noticeable change, but each day thereafter fewer birds were observed, and
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by early February it was possible to spend several hours in the field and see nothing but a few magpies. A few species, such as the house finch, the Am. goldfinch, and the evening grosbeak, characteristically nomadic during the winter months, probably retreated farther south when adverse conditions persisted, and suffered little if at all. On the other hand such sedentary species as the song sparrow and the Oregon junco, relatively numerous in early January and almost non-existent a month later, must have perished in large numbers. This was equally true of the robin and the red-shafted flicker. In the early part of the winter there were approximately 200 robins in and about Moscow, occurring in small scattered flocks and feeding on such fruit as the mountain ash and Russian olive. By the middle of January this source of food was largely exhausted, and as the ground was then covered with 2 feet or more of snow, survival where the robin was concerned became rather critical. In early February but a very few were seen, and as dead birds were either seen or reported almost daily there is little question but that a large proportion of these wintering robins failed to survive. The flickers, fairly numerous in early January, apparently suffered the same fate. Only 1 or 2 individuals were observed after the first of February, and several dead birds picked up in late January were found to be extremely emaciated. The usual number of migratory birds from the northern areas spent the winter in much of this region: Bohemian waxwings, in flocks of several hundreds, ranged from southern British Columbia south to eastern Oregon. Evening grosbeaks and pine grosbeaks occurred in normal numbers. Small flocks of starlings migrated through southeastern Washington in late November and early December. None were seen during the coldest part of the winter, and only small flocks were noted in March. However, in March and April of 1948 flocks numbering over 1,000 occurred in the Walla Walla Valley of eastern Washington. They did not breed in the area, fortunately. Still referring to the vicinity of Moscow, Idaho, Mr. Burleigh reported: "Mild weather the latter part of February and throughout March apparently encouraged a northward movement of the more hardy transients, and a number of birds reappeared that had been absent since late fall. Say's phoebe was first seen on Feb. 24, the horned lark, mountain bluebird, and western meadowlark on Feb. 27, killdeer on Feb. 28, red-wing on Mar. 4, Cassin's finch on Mar. 11, spotted towhee on Mar. 16, violet-green swallow on Mar. 20, fox sparrow on Mar. 21, and Brewer's blackbird on Mar. 25.—ERNEST S. BOOTH, Department of Zoology, Walla Walla College, College Place, Wash.


The Winter Season, 1948-49

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The weather was indeed a pertinent topic for the season, and in much of the region new records of cold and general severity were established. The extremely adverse winter was reflected in extensive losses of wildlife; however, the sufferings were mitigated somewhat by the efforts of groups and individuals who gave generously of their time and means. Much of the loss was concentrated on localized areas and on species which by their sedentary habits did not escape the onslaught. As would be expected, many of the arrival dates were later than usual, and some of the peaks did not reach those of normal seasons.

Loons, grebes, and herons.—Boyd Shaffer and Calvin Wilson observed a western grebe and a pied-billed grebe at Farmington Bay, Utah, on Jan. 4. On Dec. 2, Fred G. Evenden, Jr., noted 1 western grebe in Nevada Co., Calif. They became common at the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge toward the last of March. In contrast to their common wintering habit only occasional great blue (Treganza's) herons were noted.

Swans.—R. C. Erickson reported a peak of 6,000 whistling swans present at the Malheur Refuge near Burns, Oreg. on Mar. 25. They were noted elsewhere in the region, but it is probably significant that they reached only a small percent of their usual high population at the Bear River Refuge. This is thought to be due to the fact that ice covered much of the area during the time of migration, and it must be assumed that they passed through the area without pausing sufficiently long to build up the population. W. A. Rodgers noted the presence of 16 whistling swans at the Deer Flat Refuge near Nampa, Idaho, on March 16.

Geese.—Common Canada geese were common winter residents at Malheur where they reached a peak of 30,000 on Mar. 20. They were at the Sheldon National Antelope Range, Nev., and at Surprise Valley, Calif., at early dates by John E. Schwartz. They were common at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., by Mar. 2, according to Baine H. Cater, and reports from various other spots indicate their status as having wintered in much of the region. T. O. Clark reported particularly large concentrations of geese in the Tule Lake, Calif., area. Lesser Canada geese failed to show in their usual numbers at B.R.R., but they were reported from Malheur, Oreg. (R. C. E.). Seven cackling (Canada) geese were reported at Deer Flat, Idaho (W.A.R.). White-fronted geese were observed south of Salt Lake City on Jan. 3 (B.S., C.W.), and at Malheur the number jumped from 2 (yes, 2)
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on Feb. 22 to 28,000 on Mar. 20

Ducks.—Because of their presence during the winter, mallards probably sustained greater losses than other ducks; however, the effect on the total population would be negligible. A few wintering gadwalls were reported from various localities. Baldpates wintered in numbers at Malheur, and on open springs in Utah. Pintails were abundant at Malheur and B.R.R., with a combined total of more than 200,000. Green-winged teal were noted at Sheldon National Antelope Range, Nev. (J.E.S.), and Ruby Valley, Nev. (B.H. Cater), and at the B.R.R. where they reached a peak of 175,000 on Mar. 31. Blue-winged teal were reported by Rodgers as arriving at Deer Flat Refuge on Feb. 8. Cinnamon teal were noted at Fallon, Nev., on Mar. to (F.G.E.). They arrived after Mar. 19 at Malheur and B.R.R. where 2000 were estimated on Mar. 31. Shovellers were noted as early as Jan. 5 at Salt Lake City (B.S., C.W.), but became common in most localities during March. Wood duck records were limited to 1 drake observed on Feb. 22 at Malheur, Oreg., by R. C. Erickson. Redheads were present through most of the region, but reached their peak during March. Eight thousand redheads were estimated at B.R.R. on Mar. 31. Bruce K. Harris reported 2 ring-necked ducks at Ogden Bay Refuge, Utah, early in the season. Reports on canvas-backs were few; however, their presence was noted during March at Malheur and B.R.R. where they reached their peak late in the season. Lesser scaup records were more plentiful with observations from most of the region. Over 40,000 were estimated at the B.R.R. on Mar. 31. Am. golden-eyes winter in much of the region whenever there is accessible open water. Victor E. Jones reported a peak of 500 on Dec. 25 at Pocatello, Idaho, and a similar estimate was made at B.R.R. on Mar. 15. Bruce K. Harris noted Barrow's golden-eyes during January and March near Logan, Utah. Buffle-heads were reported from various localities on dates which roughly parallel those for golden-eyes. Ruddy ducks made a spectacular showing at B.R.R. where thousands were observed on Mar. 31. American and red-breasted mergansers were observed intermittently during the winter at various stations.

Gallinaceous birds.—As stated, many members of the non-migrating species suffered considerable losses during the severe winter. The present remaining breeding stock is generally supposed to be adequate to insure populations in depleted areas. Cater noted 15 dusky grouse on Feb. 28 at 8,500 ft. elevation in the Ruby Mts., Nev.

Cranes, rails and coots.—Sandhill cranes continue visit Malheur where 100 were noted on Mar. 5 (R.C.E.). They were seen at Ruby Lake, Nev., on Mar. 18 (B.H.C.). Two Virginia rails were caught in muskrat traps near Logan, Utah, on Mar. 2 (B.K.H.). Am. coots reached their usual abundance at B.R.R. during March.

Shorebirds and gulls.—Wilson's snipes, often wintering, were familiar to many observers. The most unusual observation for the period was made by C.W. Lockerbie who reported a glaucous gull in west central Utah. Two hundred Bonaparte's gulls were noted early in Dec. near Pocatello, Idaho (V. E. J.), while another 100 were observed at Malheur, where Franklin's gulls were also seen.

Owls.—On Mar. 1 Montana horned owls were noted nesting at Malheur, Oreg., where Pacific horned owls and western burrowing owls were also observed (R.C.E.). A Montana horned owl was noted at the Tracy Aviary at Salt Lake City on Jan. 22 (B.S., C.W.). Long-eared owls and short-eared owls were common throughout most of the winter in the northern part of Utah.

Passerine birds.—Increased number of desert horned larks at Salt Lake City were noted by Lockerbie, and spectacular concentrations were observed at B.R.R. at the beginning of the year. Am. magpies and common ravens wintered at B.R.R. and Malheur. Long-tailed chickadees and mountain chickadees were common near Salt Lake City. Mountain (Grinnell's) chickadees were winter residents at Malheur where red-breasted nuthatches had similar status. An occasional white-breasted (Rocky Mountain) nuthatch was noted at the Tracy Aviary at Salt Lake City where brown creepers were also observed. A brown (Rocky Mountain) creeper was observed near Provo, Utah, on Dec. 26 (Harold Higgins). A dipper was observed at Salt Lake City on Jan. 6 by Shaffer and Wilson. Mountain bluebirds were reported from various localities as were occasional shrikes and western meadowlarks were fairly common throughout the season. A Townsend's solitaire was reported near Logan, Utah, on Feb. 12 by Harris who also noted a pipit. Evenden saw additional pipits at Humboldt Sink, Nev., on Mar. 8. Bohemian waxwings were fairly common but reached a peak of goo at Casper, Wyo., according to Dr. Oliver K. Scott. Starlings, which are known to have fared poorly through the winter, were reported in abundance from Malheur to Salt Lake City. Blackbirds were common, while unusual winter occurrences of yellow-headed blackbirds were noted at Salt Lake City and B.R.R. Evening grosbeaks were also well distributed with reports from most of the region. Pine grosbeaks were noted at Mesa Verde Park, Colo.; and near Logan, Utah, finches, particularly siskins, were noted by Lockerbie as having decreased. Black rosy finches as well as brown rosy finches at Mesa Verde Nat'l., Park were common by Dec. 10, and were numerous to the end of the period (Don Watson). Lockerbie reported gray-crowned rosy finches being fed at Bauer, Utah. Am. (pale) goldfinches were abundant at B.R.R. during December. Two spotted (spurred) towhees were reported from Malheur (R.C.E.) and Hart Mountain Refuge (Elmo Adams). Juncos were also well distributed through the region, and through their friendly habits were the recipients of much help through the winter. Shufeldt's, pink-sided and gray-headed juncos were abundant during the period at Mesa 
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Verde Nat'l. Park according to Watson. White-crowned sparrows were reported from various parts of the region, and mountain song sparrows were common winter residents. Snow buntings were listed as winter residents at Malheur Refuge near Burns, Oreg. (Erickson).—JOHN B. VAN DEN AKKER, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah.


The Winter Season, 1948-49

NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION —The program is progressing favorably, with a number of observers added. Mrs. T. L. Thacker reported from Hope, about 90 miles east of Vancouver, B. C., where the residents were practically snowed in for 2½ months. Mr. Theed Pearse reported from Comox, about midway on the east coast of Vancouver Island. His report is not to be taken as representing the entire Vancouver Island, as climatic conditions vary widely on this large land mass. Brian McNab and Bob Millette reported from Portland and Tillamook Bay, Oreg. Additional observers are greatly desired, because of the vastness and diversity of the North Pacific Coast Region. Since the Christmas Bird Count of the Seattle Audubon Society was taken on Dec. 19, too early to be accepted, those figures are included in part. The count was taken on a day of high wind and heavy rain, which drove many birds to shelter, and made an accurate count of water birds difficult. Nineteen districts in the Seattle area were covered by 31 observers. Winter in this region, in common with the entire West, was the most severe in a number of years. Snowfall in the mountains reached record depths. Although snow in the lowlands totaled
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only 7-10 inches in most places, it was delivered over a longer period of time than usual, from Dec. 21 to Feb. 20. Below-freezing temperatures prevailed most of this time, often reaching 20 degrees to zero (in the north) at night. The ground was frozen to a record depth, and most small bodies of fresh water had a thick covering of ice. Spring came suddenly, contrary to the general pattern. The last of February, and the first of March saw above-normal temperatures, and little precipitation.

Loons and grebes.—At Comox, loons of all species were very scarce, even at the last of the period when the herring run was on. Ten Holboell's 12 horned, 3 eared, 347 western and 39 pied-billed grebes, Seattle, Dec. 19 (Seattle Audubon Society). Two western, several Holboell's and horned grebes were still at Green Lake, Seattle, Mar. 31 (McMannama). Horned grebes were fairly common on Tillamook Bay and adjacent ocean; about 40 western grebes on Bay; 1 Holboell's dead on beach, Mar. 20 (McNab and Millette). Western and horned grebes wintered at Hope (Thacker). Western grebes scarce at Comox; a few horned grebes spent the winter as usual.

Fulmars, cormorants, herons.—Eleven Pacific fulmars dead on ocean beach near Tillamook Bay, Mar. 20 (McNab and Millette). Seattle Audubon Society counted 15 double-crested, 6 Brandt's, 17 Baird's cormorants, Dec. 19. Baird's cormorants were very common at Oceanside, south of Tillamook Bay, Mar. 20 (McNab and Millette). Eleven black-crowned night herons maintained a roost in Portland, Oreg., which is very uncommon (McNab).

Swans and geese.—A flock of about 30 whistling swans in a pasture near Kent, south of Seattle, Dec. 16 (Seattle Times, with photo). During the first of February a juvenile swan was reported on the Courtenay River, and 7, adults and young, at Comox, B. C., Feb. 14. Pearse thought they must have been trumpeter swans, which regularly winter on the Campbell Lakes, and which may have been driven from the lakes by the freeze-up. Many Canada geese (ssp.) wintered in vicinity of Hope (Thacker). About 500 black brant at Oceanside and on Tillamook Bay, Mar. 20 (McNab and Millette). A flock of 4,000± was observed at Little River, B. C., and 700± at Comox (Pearse). Numbers compare favorably with previous years.

Ducks.—The duck population in the Seattle area would have suffered extremely if it had not been fed liberally by citizens. Shovellers were becoming numerous by Jan. 15 (McMannama). The ducks at Green Lake and adjacent Puget Sound, Seattle, had done no migrating on the whole by the end of the period, although there were some courting displays (McMannama). Ten ring-necked ducks were present on an artificial fresh-water basin on the University of Washington campus, Seattle, after the ice thawed and almost to the end of March. They were very tame, almost accepting bread from the hand (Goodge). A harlequin duck inland at Oswego, south of Portland, Oreg., Feb. 25-26, is worthy of note (A. V. Bailey). This species seemed to be absent from the Seattle area. In the vicinity of Comox the duck population was about average. A male European widgeon wintered at Comox, and was still there on Mar. 13. Scaup continued their decline in numbers. There was an influx of male Am. golden-eyes on Feb. 11. No Barrow's golden-eyes were seen.

Vultures and hawks.—A turkey vulture was observed in Portland, Oreg., Mar. 27 (Oakes and Bartlett). Goshawks and marsh hawks were observed near Hope, B. C. (Thacker). There were very few hawks around Comox, except the sharp-shinned (Pearse).

Shorebirds.—A snowy plover was seen at Westport, Wash., Mar. 21 (McMannama). Seattle. Audubon Society counted 44 killdeer, 20 Wilson’s snipe, 1 spotted and 15 red-backed sandpipers, and 5 long-billed dowitchers on Dec. 19. Wilson's snipe were seen at Hope, B. C. (Thacker). At Comox, black turnstones were not present in their usual numbers and the killdeer population was low.

Gulls.—Gulls, on the whole, were few at Comox until the herring began to spawn during the last of the period, then there was a spectacular concentration, much greater than previous years. On Mar. 25, Mr. Pearse estimated over 100,000 gulls gathered there. The greater numbers were Glaucous-winged gulls, but there were several thousand short-billed and a small percentage of herring gulls. Thousands of ducks also gathered for the feast. The Seattle Audubon Society counted 4,913, glaucous-winged, 4 western, 10 herring, 31 ring-billed, 185 short-billed and 32 Bonaparte's gulls on Dec. 19.

Pigeons, owls.—Small flocks of band-tailed pigeons are found in suitable localities in western Washington during winter. The Seattle Audubon Society counted 54 on Dec. 19 in the Seattle area. A great gray owl was seen in the vicinity of Portland, Oreg., during February (N. G. Seamon).

Woodpeckers.—One yellow-shafted flicker appeared for a day in east Portland (McNab). Northwestern flickers were hard pressed for food during the freezing weather. Several emaciated specimens were brought to the Washington State Museum. They were present at Comox in goodly numbers before the cold spell, but apparently left the area, and had not returned by the end of the period. The same was true of other members of their family (Pearse). A pileated woodpecker was seen at Hope, B. C.

Passerine birds.—Varied thrushes came to the Seattle area in numbers as they usually do when conditions in the foothills are severe; still in Seattle on Mar. 31. Plentiful at Comox until the weather moderated. Townsend's solitaires, never common, were reported Feb. 15, at Hope (Thacker), and Seattle Jan. 20 (McMannama). Bohemian waxwings at Hope on Dec. 24 are of interest (Thacker). A northwestern shrike was seen in Portland, Oreg., Feb. 26 (Miss S. Nunn). A loggerhead (California) 
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in Portland, Mar. 24-27 (Mrs. Bartlett Holman). European Starlings do winter in Portland, but leave in spring (McNab). The sight record of 10 starlings near Redmond, King Co., Wash., in the latitude of Seattle, Jan. 16, is of moment. Garrett Eddy and Dr. Stanley Bennett, the observers, are entirely familiar with the species the East. This substantiates the northward movement of the starling. Audubon's warblers were fairly common in the Seattle area during winter. English sparrow population in Portland was low (McNab). A flock of over 50 migrating western meadowlarks was seen at Comox, Dec. 11. There were few in that area by Mar. 31; had either moved south or succumbed. The usual large flocks of Brewer's blackbirds were not present at Comox. At least 2 red-wings wintered in Courtenay, Vancouver Is. B. C. (very rare in winter). Present appearances suggest there was considerable mortality among small birds during the long cold spell; all seemed low in numbers, (Pearse). Evening grosbeaks were reported from Hope, B. C. (Thacker), Portland, Oreg., (common) (McNab), and Seattle (Seattle Audubon Society). Purple finches seemed more numerous in gardens in Seattle. Very few purple finches, and an entire absence of pine grosbeaks and siskins at Comox (Pearse). Slate-colored juncos were seen near Redmond, Wash. (uncommon) (Eddy and Bennett). A Harris’s sparrow was seen in Portland, Oreg., Feb. 5-21 (H. J. Judd). This is very uncommon. No white-throated sparrows were seen at close range near Redmond, Jan. 16, by Eddy and Bennett, who are familiar with the bird in the East. This species was formerly thought to be a migrant only. One bird wintered in the Bremerton area in 1947-48. A number of fox sparrows came to feeding stations in Seattle (Cannon). They were fairly plentiful at Comox, but left as soon as the weather moderated.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington Museum, Univ. of Washington, Seattle.


Spring Migration 1949

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—The nesting season was delayed in the Palouse-Rocky Mountain area this year because of a late spring. Many of the migratory birds arrived late, the Violet-green Swallows, warblers, flycatchers, and vireos, for instance. Nest building, which ordinarily would get under way early in May, was delayed until late May or early June. On the field trip made by the ornithology class from Walla Walla College to Moses Lake, Wash., we noticed that most of the ducks, herons, wrens, and even the yellow-headed and red-winged blackbirds, were not yet laying eggs by the middle of May, while in ordinary years we would expect young birds in the nests by that date. A nest of marsh hawks which we watch every year had young birds about a week old instead of the usual 3 weeks. No duck nests were found at Moses Lake, Wash., where ordinarily we find dozens of them. Marsh wrens were just beginning to build, and blackbirds were in the process of constructing their nests. A western grebe's nest with 4 eggs was discovered. At Deep Lake near Coulee Dam we found no sign of nesting by any species, while usually we could find orioles, warblers, flycatchers and vireos nesting at the west end of the lake. In all we can say that in eastern Washington, at least, the nesting was about 3 weeks behind the usual dates.
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There have been no reports from Idaho, eastern Oregon, southern British Columbia, Montana or Alberta, but we feel it is safe to assume that conditions in those areas have also been behind the usual schedule. We hope that in the future bird watcher from these areas will send in notes so that we may have this area represented adequately.—ERNEST S. BOOTH, Department of ZOOLOGY, Walla Walla College, College Place, Wash.


Spring Migration, 1949

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—Throughout much of the region there appeared to be little effect from the extra-ordinary winter. While many of the arrivals were tardy, the nesting season is progressing on schedule. Heavy seasonal rains had some adverse effects upon some of the nesting birds, especially the shorebirds. Uncommon observations were those on the glaucous gull, Scott's oriole, and red-eyed vireo, reported around Salt Lake City by C. W. Lockerbie, red-eyed vireo and hooded oriole reported from near the southeastern limits of the region by Harold Higgins.

Grebes, pelicans and cormorants.—Western arrived grebes arrived early, on Mar. 20, at the Bear River Refuge. The latest arrival date was reported from the higher location of Alamosa, Colo., by Robert M. and Julia W. Armagast. An estimated 2800 eared grebes were noted at Bear River on May 3; Malheur Refuge, Oreg., reported a peak of 20,000 on May 20 according to R. C. Erickson, who noted that they were nesting at the end of the period. John E. Schwartz recorded the arrival of 15 white pelicans at the Sheldon Refuge near Cedarville, Calif., on May 18; they were not observed at Ocean Lake, near Casper, Wyo., until May 30, when when 30 were reported by Dr. Oliver K. Scott. Cormorants arrived by mid-March at Salt Lake City (C.W.L.), but were scarce at Payson, Utah (Dr. Pfouts).

Herons.—Snowy egrets made their usual appearance at Bear River during mid-April. Usually wintering, the great blue herons were absent from Bear River Refuge until Mar. 11; this species was also Sheldon (J.E.S.), and wintered at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho (W. A. Rodgers). Birds of this group are now nesting in abundance at B.R.R.

Geese.—Canada geese were reported in their usual wide distribution, with note of their having suffered through the extreme winter. Nesting at B.R.R. was down considerably from past years; however, the rate of survival appeared satisfactory.

Ducks.—Few comparisons were made with previous duck migrations; however, the numbers occurring at the mentioned areas appeared to be comparable with those of former years. Nesting at B.R.R. appeared to be progressing favorably, with an increase noted in the number of gadwall nests. The unusual and spectacular note of the period, in this group, was the observation of over 20,000 ruddy ducks seen at B.R.R. Baldpates were also up from previous years. Schwartz noted a general increase of waterfowl at Sheldon Refuge, which he attributed to the greater availability of water. Elmo Adams at Hart Mountain Refuge, Nev., reported that species arriving later in the season were rather close to schedule, although the early arriving species were somewhat tardy as compared with former years. Redheads and ruddies were noted near Salt Lake City early in March by Lockerbie. As expected, this arrival coincided with that of the same species at Bear River, where the peak on redheads occurred between Apr. 15 and May 3. This peak showed an increase over that of last year. The peak duck population at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., occurred near the first of April according to Baine H. Cater. The time of this peak roughly coincided with that of much of the region. Green-winged teal reached a peak of 175,000 on Apr. 4 at B.R.R. A dozen wood ducks were reported at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. (R.C.E.). E. C. D. Marriage observed a wood duck nest containing 9 eggs in an old magpie nest near Carson City, Nev., on May 22.

Hawks.—Malheur Refuge reported a peak population of 30 turkey vultures on Apr. 25; also a ferruginous rough-leg nest with 2 young, and a golden eagle nest with 2 young (R.C.E.). One osprey was observed at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., (R.C.E.), and 2 near Vernal, Utah, by Clifton Greenhalgh. Oliver K. Scott at Casper, Wyo., reported that hawks have been on the downward trend for several years.

Cranes, rails and coot.—Sandhill cranes were fairly plentiful at Hart Mountain Refuge, Nev. (E.A.). R. C. Erickson reported that the sandhill crane population was down 15 to 20 per cent at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. where they reached a peak of 350 on Apr. 30. The Am. coot reached a peak of 200,000 on May 15 at Malheur; also 1 sora rail was seen there Apr. 13 (R.C.E.)

Shorebirds and gulls.—Avocets were observed throughout most of the region in large numbers; they reached a peak of 8,000 at B.R.R. on Apr. 15; Malheur Refuge, Oreg., reported 800 on Apr. 20 (R.C.E.); 450 were seen at Ogden Bay, Utah (Nolan Nelson); they are reported as one of the most common birds at Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast); Adams noted that they were "around every wet spot" at Hart Mountain Refuge, Nev.; and Lockerbie stated that they were abundant near Salt Lake City. Forster's terns were abundant at Malheur Refuge, where 10,000 were observed on Apr. 30; at B.R.R. 4,000 were noted on May 14. Killdeers, curlews, black-necked stilts, and gulls were common throughout most of the region during the period, but Dr. Pfouts reported a scarcity of curlews and avocets at Payson, Utah.
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Owls.—Two burrowing owls were observed nesting near Carson City, Nev., on May 7 (E.C.D.M.). Many juvenile short-eared owls just learning to fly and a horned owl, with half-grown young, were observed at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. on May 29, (R.C.E.). Fourteen short-eared owls were reported at Ogden Bay, Utah, May 16 (N.N.), and 15 were counted at B.R.R., May 13.

Hummingbirds, woodpeckers.—Lockerbie observed 10 calliope hummingbirds on May 14 and 2 broad-tailed hummingbirds near Salt Lake City on Apr. 20. Two broad-tailed hummingbirds were noted at Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast). Red-shafted flickers were first seen at Hart Mountain Refuge, Nev., Apr. 9 (E.A.). Lewis's woodpecker reached its peak of migration the middle of May at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. (R.C.E.).

Passerine birds.—Western kingbirds were first seen near Salt Lake City by Lockerbie on May 28, they arrived at Hart Mountain Refuge, Nev., on May 6 (E.A.), and at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., on May 2. Two eastern kingbirds were seen at the latter refuge on May 16 (R.C.E.). A Cassin's kingbird was reported from near the southeastern limits of the region by Harold Higgins. Say's phoebes were reported at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., where they were nesting (R.C.E.); at Alamosa, Colo., 2 were nesting under a second-story balcony on Mar. 18 (Armagast). Cliff and barn swallows continue to use the Bear River Refuge in large numbers. Oliver K. Scott reported that starlings are becoming increasingly more common in central Wyoming and are now frequently seen at Casper; they were also noted at Ogden Bay, Utah (N.N.). Four red crossbills were observed near Casper, Wyo. (O.K.S.). E. C. D. Marriage observed large flocks of Bullock's orioles near Carson City, Nev., on May 9, and small flocks of willow goldfinches (May 5); also Arkansas goldfinch (May 5), western tanagers (May 19), cedar waxwing (May 30), Bohemian waxwing (May 30), loggerhead shrike (May 12) , yellow-throat (May 15), and Bullock's oriole (May 11). At Alamosa, Colo., the yellow warbler arrived on May 7; Audubon's warbler on May 8, green-tailed towhee on May 8, goldfinch on May 13, and song sparrow on Mar. 15 (Armagast). Juncos were observed throughout most of the region during the period.—JOHN B. VAN DEN AKKER and VANEZ T. WILSON, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah.


Spring Migration, 1949

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—In the central part of the region temperatures, generally, were above normal. In April many mornings were overcast and cool, with the sun coming out in the afternoon. May's rainfall totaled 1.35 inches; it was generally a month of good weather, with 14 days having temperatures of 70º or higher. The snow line in the Cascade Mountains was lower than at any time for a number of years. At Tahsis, on the northwest coast of Vancouver Island, the first three weeks in April were stormy, with high velocity winds. At Comox, Vancouver Is., April was about normal; May set a record for clear, hot days, which apparently sent northern nesting birds scurrying to their nesting grounds. A further census showed the effects of the long, cold winter, more noticeable in the wilderness areas (Pearse).

Loons, grebes.—At Comox, loons were very scarce. One arctic loon was seen in full plumage, May 31. Common loons and 1 arctic loon were seen at Newport, Apr. 30 to May 1 (Simon, McNab, Williams, Millette). A common loon was seen on the shore of Lake Washington, Seattle, Apr. 26 (Mrs. Grove). At Comox, Holboell's, horned and western grebes showed a decrease, although there was a heavy movement of westerns on Apr. 8 (Pearce); Horned grebes were noted at Newport, and Holboell’s at nearby Waldport, Apr. 3o to May 1 (Simon).

Shearwaters, petrels, and cormorants.—Five slender-billed, and 5 sooty shearwaters were recorded at Westport, Apr. 30 (McMannama). Sooty shearwaters and fork-tailed petrels were seen at Boiler Bay, Lincoln Co., Oreg. Apr. 30 (McNab, Leupold, Millette). A few double-crested and a flock of at least 1000 pelagic cormorants were feeding on herring during the middle of April at Comox (Pearse). Baird's cormorants were seen at Boiler Bay, Apr. 30 (McNab, Leupold, Millette). One pair of Brandt's and 1 pelagic cormorant (both transients) were seen at Tahsis (Mitchell).

Herons.—Great blue herons were very scarce at Comox until mid-May. Their numbers were still much below normal at the end of the period (Pearse). On 3 visits to the Lake Washington swamp bordering the University campus, Seattle, May 20 to 31, as many as 2 green herons were seen. It is hoped further search may reveal a nest (Higman). Am. bittern was seen in this swamp on Apr. 9 (Goodge). A bittern was seen at Portland, Apr. 24 (uncommon) (Bartlett).

Swans and geese.—Twenty-three trumpeter swans wintered at Tahsis, but left early, due to the killing of 1 bird and the wounding of a juvenal (Mitchell). About 200 large Canada geese were seen south of Amity, Oreg. Apr. 3 (T. O. Clark). About 100 Canada geese were seen in migration, Apr. 10, at Medina, east shore of Lake Washington (Hagenstein). At Green Lake, Seattle, 2 pairs of Canada geese had young, about May 5 (Don Curran); geese have nested sparingly around Seattle for the past several years. Numerous flocks of Canada geese passed over Tahsis from Apr. 1 to 21 (Mitchell).
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Brant were numerous at Comox during the first of the period. A count from Nanoose Bay to Little River, a 50 mile distance, totaled 20,000 birds, comparing favorably with 1948. The brant were attracted by spawning herring and picked up floating eggs and egg-covered seaweed. They were seen for the last time on May 7, which is early for their departure (Pearse).

Ducks.—The duck movement in general was light at Comox, except when they concentrated on the herring run (Pearse). At Seattle, 12 broods of mallards in the University swamp, from May 20 to 31, consisted of 74 young. The male European widgeon, which wintered at Comox, was last seen on May 22 Pearse). A pair of baldpates was seen at Green Lake, Seattle, May 12 (McMannama). Eight male blue-winged teal, a record number, were seen near Comox, May 22 (Pearse). A few immature male Shovellers were still at Green Lake, Seattle, May 12 (McMannama) . The last of the migrant golden-eyes was seen at Medina, Apr. 10 and the last Buffle-head on Apr. 24 (Hagenstein). Six summering harlequin ducks, apparently mated, were seen at Tahsis (Mitchell). White-winged surf, and Am. scoters were seen at Newport, Apr. 30 to May 1 (Simon). Five summering white-winged scoters were noted at Tahsis. A pair of Am. scoters was seen at Westport, Apr. 30 (McMannama). Hooded mergansers were scarce at Comox. Red-breasted mergansers were below normal, except when concentrated on the herring run, and then were only in fair numbers. Am. Mergansers maintained their numbers; more than 50 adult and juvenal males were seen near Comox during May (Pearse).

Vultures and hawks.—A pair of turkey vultures was seen west of Salem, Oreg. Apr. 3 (Clark). Bald eagles seem to be holding their own at Comox; other predators were very scarce. An osprey was first seen, Apr. 23 (Pearse).

Cranes, shorebirds.—Two sandhill cranes were reported at Northey Lake, Vancouver Is., one of the few areas for the limited coast population (Pearse). Large numbers of semipalmated plovers was seen at Westport, Apr. 30 (McMannama). The same species was observed at Comox, Apr. 29 (Pearse). At Comox, small sandpipers were much more numerous than last year, only 1 Hudsonian curlew was seen, greater yellow-legs came on Apr. 3, and dowitchers were very scarce (Pearse). At Westport, on Apr. 30, a few Hudsonian curlews, a very large flock of western sandpipers, some greater yellow-legs, and a few red-backed sandpipers and sanderlings were seen (McMannama). Hudsonian curlews, red-backed sandpipers, long-billed dowitchers and sanderlings were observed at Newport and vicinity, Apr. 30 to May 1 (McNab, et al.). Spotted sandpipers were seen at Medina, May 15 (Hagenstein). A red phalarope was found dead on the beach at Westport, Apr. 30 McMannama). Northern phalaropes were noted on the Oregon coast, Lincoln Co., Apr. 30 to May 1 (McNab). 

Gulls.—Two Glaucous gulls were seen on the coast in Lincoln, Co., Oreg. Apr. 30 (Simon). Most of the glaucous–winged gulls at Westport on Apr. 30 were immature birds. Only 1 ragged juvenile was at Green Lake, May 12 (McMannama). There were more than the usual summering gulls at Comox, composed mainly of glaucous-wings. The herring were still running. California gulls passed through Comox in goodly numbers on Apr. 2 (Pearse). Four Bonaparte's gulls, 1 with full plumage, were seen at Green Lake, Seattle, May 12 (McMannama). There were very few Bonaparte's gulls at Comox (Pearse).

Doves, owls.—The band-tailed pigeon population at Comox was very much smaller, possibly showing the effect of too much shooting in the south (Pearse). In Seattle, where there is no shooting, a flock of 25 (large) was seen in the northeast section, Apr. 13 (Grove). A saw-whet owl was seen in Portland, May 10 (uncommon) (McNab).

Hummingbirds.—Rufous hummingbirds arrived at Medina, Apr. 6 (Hagenstein), and were abundant at Tahsis (Mitchell). Eggs in the nest were observed at Yelm, southeast of Olympia, Wash., Apr. 30, and young in the nest, May 14 (Goodge). The calliope hummingbird, recorded sporadically since 1909, was present at Hope, B. C., at the end of the period. Although no nest has been found, both male and female were seen. Hope is close to the western limits of the range (Mrs. Thacker).

Kingfishers, woodpeckers.—At Comox, belted kingfishers were apparently badly hit by the cold winter; they were missing from most of their regular locations (Pearse). All species of woodpeckers were low in numbers at Comox. In a census, June 1, in over a 1½ mile area of logged-over land, now having a good growth of deciduous and small evergreen trees, only 2 red-shafted flickers were seen, to 4 last year (Pearse). Three Lewis's woodpeckers were flycatching in Lincoln Park, Seattle, May 8 (not common) (McMannama). A red-breasted sapsucker was feeding young southeast of Olympia, Wash., May 14 (McMannama and Goodge).

Flycatchers and swallows.—Garrett Eddy reported a good breeding season for small land birds in the Seattle area so far. A western kingbird was observed at Portland, Apr. 24 (uncommon) (Bartlett). Western flycatchers were heard at Portland, Apr. 24 (J. B. Williams), Seattle, Apr. 26 (Mrs. Grove), Yelm, Apr. 30 (Goodge and McMannama), and at Comox, May 8 (Pearse). Western wood pewees were first noted in Portland, Apr. 30 (Wagner). They crept into the Seattle area, and were first heard in the Arboretum, May 12 (Grove). They arrived at Comox, June 1 (Pearse). All flycatchers were few in numbers at Comox. Olive-sided flycatchers were first noted in the Madrona District, May 7 (Goodge), and in Medina, May 9 (Hagenstein). Violet-green swallows were in a Seattle nesting box, May 15 (Grove). Many tree swallows were noted south of Amity, Oreg., Apr. 3 (Clark). Mrs. Grove reported them scarce in Seattle. At Tahsis summering tree swallows were seen several times in flocks of about 20 (Mitchell). Bank swallows were first noted at Portland, Apr. 17 (Bartlett). The barn swallow arrived at Oswego,
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about 10 miles south of Portland, Apr. 13, and at Medina, Wash., Apr. 24 (Hagenstein). Cliff swallows arrived at Medina, Apr. 8 (Hagenstein). All swallows were fewer in numbers at Comox. Purple martins were observed, Apr. 14, at 2 places where they nested last year (Pearse).

Bushtits through wrens.—Bush-tits were building nests at Medina, Apr. 15 (Hagenstein); several nests were observed in Seattle, Apr. 28 (Grove). Red-breasted nuthatches were seen at Yelm, Apr. 30 (Goodge). Nuthatches were quite rare at Comox. Brown creepers were singing on the "prairies" south of Tacoma, Wash., May 8 (Grove). A wren-tit was seen at Newport, Apr. 30 or May 1 (Millette, McNab, Williams, Layman). Winter wrens have almost disappeared from the Comox area; Bewick's wrens were little better (Pearse). Fully-fledged Bewick's wrens were out of the nest in Seattle, May 21 (Goodge). About one half the normal number of long-billed marsh wren’s nests were counted in the University swamp, Seattle.

Thrushes, waxwings.—Only 1 pair of nesting robins claimed the area in northeastern Seattle, formerly used by 3 (Grove); 9 summering robins (probably caurinus) was the greatest number seen at Tahsis (Mitchell). Varied thrushes (several singing) were still in the Seattle area on Apr. 13 (Grove). Hermit thrushes were noted in Portland, Apr. 27 (late) (Layman). Mrs. Grove saw them in Seattle, May 9. Russet-backed thrushes were heard southeast of Olympia, May 14, and at Comox, May 17 (Pearse). Townsend's solitaires were singing in the Seattle area, Apr. 2 (Goodge). Bohemian waxwings were noted at Oswego, Oreg. Apr. 16, which is late for this irregular winter visitor (Millette) .

Vireos, warblers.—Hutton's vireo was first noted at Renton, just south of Seattle, Apr. 3 (Goodge). The solitary vireo was recorded at Oswego, Apr. 10 (Millette), and at Comox, Apr. 12 (normal in numbers) (Pearse). It was incubating at Seattle, Apr. 28 (Grove). The warbling vireo was first noted in Portland, Apr. 14 (Judd), in Seattle, Apr. 26 (Grove), in Medina, May 4 (Hagenstein), and at Comox, May 8 (normal in numbers) (Pearse). Orange-crowned warblers were first heard in Portland, Apr. 2 (Layman). They arrived at Comox on Apr. 10. Usually the most common warbler, it was below normal (Pearse). It was building in southeastern Seattle, Apr. 28 (Grove). A nest with 4 eggs was seen at Yelm, May 14 (Goodge, McMannama), and almost completely fledged young were out in Madrona Park, Seattle, May 21 (Goodge). The first Nashville warbler was seen at Oswego, Oreg. Apr. 24 (Millette). Yellow warblers were first noted at Portland, Apr. 19 (Crowell), and there were scattered birds at Westport, Apr. 30 (early) (McMannama). This species was plentiful at Comox on May 8, but there was no migration of Audubon's warblers (Pearse). The first black-throated gray warbler was seen at Portland, Apr. 17 (McNab). They were abundant at Yelm and Vale, Wash., on Apr. 30. There seemed to be a notable increase in the species at Seattle (Eddy). Many were heard in Seward Park, Seattle, Apr. 28 (Grove). They came to Medina on May 6 (Hagenstein). There were 3 or 4 Townsend's warblers heard at Seward Park, Seattle, Apr. 28. There were also many on the Tacoma "prairies," May 8 (Grove). Hermit warblers arrived at Portland, Apr. 20 (early) (McNab), and were noted south of Tacoma, Apr. 30 (Goodge). Macgillivray's warbler was first noted at Portland, Apr. 24 (Bartlett), at Yelm and Vale, Wash., Apr. 30 (Goodge), on the "prairies," 'May 8 (Grove), and in the Madrona District, Seattle, May 21 (first year seen in this locality) (Goodge). The yellow-throat was first observed in Cowan Park, Seattle, Apr. 13 (Grove), and at Medina, Apr. 17 (Hagenstein). It was low in numbers at Comox, where nest and eggs were seen on May 31 (Pearse). Black-capped (pileolated) warblers were first seen at Portland, Apr. 17 (Bartlett). The species came to the Comox area on Apr. 26, and seemed to be above normal in numbers (Pearse). One collected at Yelm on May 14 was chryseola (Goodge).

Finches and sparrows.—The first lazuli bunting was noted at Portland, Apr. 30 (Judd). A sizeable flock of evening grosbeaks was seen in Seward Park, Seattle, Apr. 26 (Grove). They were in the Seattle area as late as May 17 (Goodge). Purple finches were seen at Vale, Wash., May 14 (Goodge, McMannama). At Comox they were few in number (Pearse). Red crossbills were frequently heard at Comox, after having been very scarce the past 2 to 3 years (Pearse). Spotted towhees were out of the nest at Seattle during the week of May 9 to 14 (McMannama). The sparrow migration was poor at Comox, except for the Savannahs, Apr. 26, which seem to have recovered their numbers, after being very scarce in 1948 (Pearse). Oregon juncos were out of the nest in Seattle the week of May 9 to 14 (McMannama). Chipping sparrows arrived at Medina, Apr. 24 (Hagenstein); they were abundant at Yelm, Apr. 30 (Goodge). The white-crowned sparrow was first heard at Seattle, Apr. 7 (Goodge), and arrived in numbers at Medina, Apr. 24 (Hagenstein). Golden-crowned sparrows were migrating at Medina, Apr. 3 and 23 (Hagenstein). Mrs. Grove had them in Seattle, May 14. Seventeen summering birds were observed at Tahsis (Mitchell). Song sparrows were rare at Comox; only 1 on the June 1 census, as against 4 in 1948.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle 5, Wash.


The Nesting Season, 1949

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION — [No report received for this period]


The Nesting Season, 1949

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.—From all indications, the breeding season this year was quite successful. Hot and dry weather prevailed during most of the period, but this had very little adverse effect on the nesting. Although few comparative data were received, it appears that throughout most of the Region the nesting season compared favorably with last year. At the Bear River Refuge, Utah, there was an increase in most of the nesting species.

Grebes and pelicans.—Eared grebes were common throughout the period at the Sheldon Antelope Refuge, Cedarville, Calif. (John E. Schwartz). Two pied-billed grebes were noted near Minden, Nev., June 4 (E. C. D. Marriage). White pelicans were observed throughout most of the region during the period; on Aug. 15 an estimated 3700 were observed on the Bear River Refuge. These birds come from the nesting colonies on the islands in Great Salt Lake to feed on the numerous small fish found in the Refuge waters. Western grebes nested in abundance at Bear River Refuge; also pied-billed and eared grebes nested in their usual numbers at B.R.R.

Cormorants and herons.—A flock of 25 double-crested cormorants was noted June 20 near Rye Patch Reservoir, Pershing Co., Nev., by Fred G. Evenden. Black-crowned night herons were common near Alamosa, Colo., until June 1; since then none have been observed there (Julia and Robert Armagast). Two pied-billed grebes, 2 American egrets, and 4 American bitterns were observed, June 15, near Carson City, Nev. (E.C.D.M.). Great blue herons and snowy egrets became common near Logan, Utah, in June (Dr. J. S. Stanford). The white-faced glossy ibis was reported as abundant at Carson Lake and the Stillwater area, Nev., June 24 (F.G.E.). Fifty-nine double-crested cormorant nests were counted at B.R.R. on May 25. Great blue herons, snowy egrets, black-crowned night herons, and white-faced glossy ibises nested in their usual numbers at B.R.R.

Geese.—Near Carson City, Nev., 24 Canada geese, with goslings, were noted' (E.C.D.M.). Noland Nelson reports that 812 Canada geese were counted, June 16, at Ogden Bay Refuge, Utah, 250 at Farmington Bay Refuge, Utah, and 211 at the public shooting grounds near Penrose, Utah. Dr. Stanford reports several Canada geese near Logan, Utah. At the Sheldon Refuge, Nev., several broods were observed (J.E.S.). A total of 313 Canada goose broods were counted on one trip over the dikes at B.R.R., as compared with 391 for the maximum count last year. Average brood size was 4-5.

Ducks.—From information received, duck nesting throughout the region compares favorably with previous years, with some increases noted. Schwartz reported that production of gadwall and mallard at the Sheldon Refuge, Nev., was higher than in previous years; he also reported that green-winged teal, cinnamon teal, pintail, and ruddy were common nesters. Oliver K. Scott reported that ducks in the locality of Casper, Wyo., had a very successful breeding season although much suitable breeding ground was still unoccupied. A waterfowl census made July 1 at Ogden Bay Refuge, Utah, revealed 935 mallards, 1,250 gadwalls, 18,560 pintails, 1,650 cinnamon teal, 2,132 redheads, and 763 Shovellers (N.N.). Undoubtedly a large percentage of the pintails were non-nesters and male birds which had completed nesting activities. The summer residents and nesting population at Farmington Bay Refuge, Utah, totaled 2,549, and at the Public Shooting Grounds near Penrose, Utah, the total was 4,162 (N.N.). Several mallard, pintail, and cinnamon teal nests were reported near Salt Lake City by C. W. Lockerbie. On sample plots (which comprise approximately 10 per cent of available nesting area) at B.R.R., the following nests were counted: gadwall 192, cinnamon teal 95, mallard 34, redhead 51, Shoveller 5, pintail 7, blue-winged teal 1, and baldpate 1; this is an increase of 18 per cent over the nests found on the same area last year. Near Carson City, Nev., 8 cinnamon teal, 12 Shovellers, and 6 Buffle-heads, were observed (E.C.D.M.). Canvas-backs were reported nesting at Swan Lake in southern Idaho by Bruce K. Norris.

Cranes, rails, and coots.—Two sandhill cranes were observed, July 4, at Grassy Lake in Targhee Nat'l Forest, Wyo., by Oliver K. Scott. Two Virginia rails were noted, June 4, near Minden, Nev. (E.C.D.M.). Russel H. Pray reported a Virginia rail, June 24, near Bieber, Lassen Co., Calif. The coot reached a population of 67,000 on Aug. 15 at B.R.R., and was present at other areas in usual numbers.

Shorebirds and gulls.—A new record for the inter-mountain region is reported by C. W. Lockerbie; a black oyster-catcher, in company with willets, was observed, Aug. 5, at Farmington Bay Refuge, Utah. Killdeers were common nesters at Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast), near Logan, Utah (J.S.S.), Sheldon Refuge, Cedarville, Calif. (J.E.S.), Mesa Verde Nat'l Park (Watson), and at B.R.R. Avocets, killdeers, long-billed curlews, and black-necked stilts nested in their usual numbers throughout most of the region. Lockerbie reported the long-billed curlew, solitary sandpiper, willet, knot, western sandpiper, least sandpiper, pectoral sandpiper, avocet, and Wilson's phalarope, nesting near Salt Lake City. A nesting survey at Bear River Refuge revealed 3300 California gull nests, 514 avocet nests, 91 black-necked stilt nests, and 35 Caspian tern nests.

Hawks.—Schwartz reported that the marsh hawk, ferruginous hawk, and prairie falcon nested at the Sheldon Refuge, Cedarville, Calif.; also turkey vulture, red-tailed hawk, Swainson's hawk and golden 
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Eagle were resident through the period. Schwartz noted that hawks and owls were more numerous this year, and attributes this partly to the increased rodent population. An estimated 50 sharp-shinned hawks and 25 Cooper's hawks were observed early in August at Ruby Lake Refuge, Ruby Valley, Nev., by Baine H. Cater. Ferruginous hawk nests have decreased near Casper, Wyo. (O.K.S.). Red-tailed hawks and sparrow hawks were frequently seen near Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast). On Aug. 15, 12 marsh hawks, 2 turkey vultures, 1 golden eagle and 1 falcon were observed at B.R.R.

Owls.—Short-eared owls and horned owls were reported as resident through the period at Sheldon Refuge, Nev. (J.E.S.). A horned owl was observed, June 12, in Fandango Pass, Modoc Co., Calif. and a common screech owl observed, June 13, near Likely, Modoc Co., Calif. (R.H.P.). At B.R.R. a peak of 15 short-eared owls was observed, July 1; one short-eared owl nested on the main dike within three feet of the roadway and raised her young successfully.

Hummingbirds.—A calliope hummingbird on nest (one egg hatched) was observed, July 31, near Salt Lake City (C.W.L.). Broad-tailed hummingbirds were common near Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast). Rufous and calliope hummingbirds, nesting, were observed at Grass Lake and Hope Valley, Alpine Co., Calif., July 16 (F.G.E.). A black-chinned hummingbird built a nest in a porch swing in Minden, Nev., where the young were raised successfully. 

Kingfishers and woodpeckers.—Red-shafted flickers were reported at Sheldon Refuge, Nev. (J.E.S.); near Carson City, Nev., where broods were observed (E.C.D.M.); near Alamosa, Colo., where nests were observed (Armagast). Near Salt Lake City one was seen on its nest, June 10, by Lockerbie who also reported a hairy woodpecker in nest at Big Mt., Summit Co., Utah. Near Logan, they were common through June (J.S.S.). Lewis's woodpecker was a common nester near Carson City, Nev. (E.C.D.M.). Yellow-bellied sapsuckers are common in the mountains near Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast).

Passerine birds.—Three ash-throated flycatchers were observed, June 27, near Lookout, Modoc Co., Calif. (Pray), and Watson reports several at Mesa Verde Natl. Park, Colo., during the period. Barn and cliff swallows were common through all northern counties of Nevada, and rough-winged swallows were seen in Elko and Churchill Counties, Nev. (F.G.E.). Violet-green, barn, and cliff swallows were common nesters near Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast). At Bear River Refuge 1,800 barn swallows and 1,200 cliff swallows nested on the area. Armagast observed a number of Black-throated Gray Warblers east of Dike Mountain and LaVeta Pass, Colo., where two nests were noted, on June 11, an apparent eastward extension of range. On Aug. 15 there were 1,500 yellow-headed and 400 red-wings at B.R.R. A pair of gray-crowned rosy finches was observed, June 26, at Crater Lake, Ore. (R.H.P.). Oliver K. Scott reported that the lark bunting is becoming steadily more abundant in central Wyoming.—VANEZ T. WILSON, AND ROSS H. NORR, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah


The Nesting Season, 1949

NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The weather was fairly uniform throughout, more unsettled in the north, with overcast mornings and sunny, warm afternoons. Rainfall, in general, was far below normal. The last part of June saw a few days of low temperatures. 

Loons, herons.—Two common loons, with young apparently fully feathered, were seen on Sportsmans Lake, San Juan Is., July 21 (McMannama). Great blue herons were making a comeback at Comox; 18 counted compared favorably with past years, while at Tahsis, northwest coast of Vancouver Is., only 1 bird was seen, except for 2 in late July. A pair and 2 young Green Herons were seen in the university swamp, Seattle, June 30 and thereafter (Higman). It seems reasonable to assume the birds nested.

Ducks.—Ducks, in general, had a poor nesting season at Comox. Although it started out well, the young were soon reduced to very small numbers. First pintails arrived at Comox, June 30 (Pearse). A mallard, with young, was seen at Medina, Wash., July 10 (Hagenstein). Two blue-winged teal at Sportsmans Lake, Aug. 14, are a first record for the islands (Goodge). Half-grown young were seen at Comox, July 22, and the wood duck nested again. Two broods were seen (Pearse). A wood duck was nesting in a bird house at Maple Falls, 50 miles east of Bellingham, Wash., July 17 (E. J. Sawyer). The first migrant male harlequin ducks came back to Comox, June 1; they were present in numbers on June 21, when migrant male surf scoters came in (Pearse). A male ruddy duck on Sportsmans Lake, July 21, is a first for the Islands (McMannama). One adult Am. merganser and 6 young were seen at Tahsis, July 20 (Mitchell).

Hawks, grouse.—Bald eagles nested at Comox; 8 were seen at one time. Ospreys also nested. Other predators were very scarce (Pearse). Blue and ruffed grouse appeared scarce at Comox, and did not seem to follow up their increase in early spring by showing broods. One brood of blue grouse, about 10 days old, was seen June 21 (Pearse).

Rails, coots.—Virginia and sora rails have taken up residence in the south Seattle industrial section, where ponds have become marshes within the past year. Two young soras were seen, Aug. 12 (Cannon). About 100 Am. coots at Sportsmans Lake, July 21, was a first record for the Islands. Two downy young and 1 immature were seen, Aug. 14 (McMannama, Goodge).

Shorebirds.—At Comox, shorebirds have shown up well, so far; 26 semipalmated plovers, Aug. 2; black-bellied plovers, July 15; ruddy and black turnstones, Aug. 2; 19 spotted sandpipers, July 15; 10 lesser yellow-legs, 1 juvenal pectoral (early) , 1 Baird's, and a large flock of western sandpipers, Aug. 11. Some dowitchers may have spent the summer, as 1 was recorded, June 20, and 6, July 22 (Pearse). A spotted sandpiper, with 3 downy chicks, was seen near the Stillaguamish River, Snohomish Co., Wash., July 4 (Clark). In the San Juan Islands, 2 black oyster-catchers were on Lopez Is. (formerly reported absent for a number of years); 4 semipalmated plovers on San Juan Is., July 21 (rare); surf-birds on Hall Is., July 21 (rare away from ocean beaches); a few spotted sandpipers, San Juan Is., July 21; black turnstones, Gull Rock, July 15; 3 least sandpipers, July 10. On July 21, the leasts were not as common as western sandpipers, but a number were mixed with 100 to 200 western. At Vancouver, Wash., greater yellow-legs, least and western sandpipers, dowitchers, were seen, July 3; semipalmated plovers, July 24 (Bartlett).

Gulls.—Glaucous-winged gulls have started to nest in the Seattle-Tacoma area (unusual); 5 nests were examined on the Puyallup River delta, June 29, 3 with 3 eggs each, 2 with young about 10 days old (Alcorn); and 1 nest with 2 half-grown young on piling in Salmon Bay, Seattle, Aug. 15 (Goodge). An unusually large number of gulls, mainly juvenals, were around Comox in June and July, especially short-billed and California (the latter more plentiful than usual), with an occasional herring gull. California gulls were first seen in the San Juan Islands, July 6; 1st juvenals, July 13 (McM.). Two of this species were at Seattle, July 12 (early) (Goodge). A pair of second year short-billed gulls was seen at Lopez Is., July 20, and the first adult Heermann's gull was seen at San Juan Is., June 28; fairly common from July 3 to 9 (McM.). Several were at Victoria, B. C., July 4 (Clark). Of special interest was 1 black tern at a swamp in Benton Co., Oreg. June 11 (Evenden).

Murrelets, pigeons, swifts.—Marbled murrelets were carrying food for young at Comox, July 15 (Pearse). Band-tailed pigeons were still very scarce at Comox. At Tahsis, 6 arrived during the second week in May, and increased to 150± by the end of the period (Mitchell). About 50 black swifts circled over southwest Seattle for an hour in the evening, June 24 (Cannon).

Kingfishers, woodpeckers.—Individual kingfishers appeared in old haunts at Comox. The depleted population must have had a good nesting season (Pearse). Only 1 pair was seen at Tahsis. Woodpeckers continued to be scarce at Comox. Miss Cannon reported fewer flickers in the Seattle area. One adult and 1 young hairy, and 2 downy woodpeckers were noted on San Juan Is., Aug. 14 (neither common) (Goodge).

Flycatchers and swallows.—Of interest was the return of 3 pairs of eastern kingbirds to nest at Vancouver, Wash. (McNab). Two nests were reported from Comox, the first for some years
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(Pearse). Traill's (little) flycatcher was feeding young at Medina, Aug. 13 (Hagenstein), and 2 pairs nested twice in southwest Seattle (Cannon). At Comox, all flycatchers were average, except the olive-sided, which seemed to have disappeared where it used to be seen every year. Violet-green swallows were awing at Comox, July 15 (Pearse). Rough-winged swallows were nesting at Medina, July 4 (Hagenstein). Four pairs were nesting in a small clay bank on Bainbridge Is., July 17, with 6 pairs of pigeon guillemots and 1 pair of kingfishers, a large population for such a small area (Goodge). Cliff swallows were out of the nest at Lopez Is., June 26 (McM.).

Jays, ravens.—Of interest is the appearance of the Canada jay at Carson, 50 miles east of Vancouver, Wash., almost at sea level (McNab). Four ravens were seen on San Juan Is., July 21 (not common) (McM.).

Chickadees through wrens.—Garrett Eddy reported a very successful breeding season for small land birds in the Seattle area. Many residents nested twice and often three times. The scarcity of small residents continued at Comox. Nuthatches and wrens were scarce, while chickadees, scarce the past 2 to 3 years, showed an increase (Pearse). Larger flocks of chickadees seemed to be the rule in Seattle; over one-fourth of all nests found by Miss Cannon were those of chickadees. Black-capped (Oregon) chickadees were feeding young at Medina, Aug. 11 (Hagenstein). Bush-tits in Seattle seemed fewer (Cannon), and were beginning to flock, July 13 (Goodge). One adult and 2 juvenal dippers were seen at Tahsis, Aug. 3 (Mitchell).

Thrushes, waxwings.—Robins nested the second time at Medina, July 13 (Hagenstein). In southwest Seattle, 1 was building a second nest, June 24 (Cannon), and spotted young were out of the nest the last of the period (Goodge). Russet-backed thrushes were far below the numbers of 1948 at Comox; they were abundant on Bainbridge Is., June 17. Only 1 pair of western bluebirds (decreasing for years) was known to nest at Comox. Three pairs were seen at Enumclaw, King Co., Wash., July 19 (Hagenstein). Golden-crowned kinglets and cedar waxwings were scarce at Comox (Pearse). Two cedar waxwings were flycatching over the University swamp, Seattle, July 12 (Goodge).

Warblers.—The number of warblers at Comox was average; Audubon's were on the wing, July 19 (Pearse). They were feeding young at Medina, July 9; only 1 orange-crowned warbler, ordinarily common, was seen, Aug. 15; black-throated gray were feeding young, July 22 (Hagenstein). Black-capped (pileolated) warblers were breeding in Madrona Park, Seattle (not common), and were abundant at Bainbridge Is., June 17 (Goodge).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Blackbirds, tanagers.—At Comox, red-winged blackbirds were nearly ready to fly, June 30 (possibly second broods), and Brewer's were awing, June 1 (Pearse). Western tanagers were nesting at Medina, July 3 (Hagenstein).

Finches and sparrows.—A black-headed grosbeak was laying eggs in southwest Seattle, June 1 (Cannon), and 1 male was seen in University swamp, July 12 (Goodge). Never common at Comox, only 1 was recorded (Pearse). Of interest was the observation of evening grosbeaks at Carson, Wash. (McNab). With a good crop of cones, red crossbills returned to the Comox area; spotted towhees were scarce (Pearse). Miss Cannon reported that one spotted towhee, with a white patch on the head, brought young to her feeding tray in Seattle on May 17, June 24, and July 26. Chipping sparrows were feeding young at Medina, July (Hagenstein). Of interest was the appearance of fox sparrows, apparently summering on a small rocky islet in the San Juan group, July 23 (McM.). Young song sparrows were seen at Medina, July 25 (Hagenstein). The species was scarce at Comox. Both fox and song sparrows were scarce at Tahsis.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle 5, Wash.
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